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For the past number of years I have received a copy of the 

Canadian Edition of ‘The Old Farmer’s Almanac’ as a Christmas 

gift. I read the articles, scan the gardening section, amaze at the 

wonder of all the advertising and yes, I look at the weather  

forecasts for the coming year and then the Almanac sits on the 

shelf. Now I can’t say that I remember the forecasts or honestly 

give them much credence but today I was caused to pick up the 

almanac and see if it was true. The radio broadcast as I was  

driving to work said that the forecasters, using astronomical  

calculations and historic records, had ‘got it pretty much right on’ 

for this winter.  Now if that wasn’t good enough they even gave 

the reference page, 222. I took the Almanac off of the shelf and 

there it was, pretty much right on. 

Why do you ask is the beginning of a president’s message to the Irrigation Association of BC  

referencing a journal of history and forecasts?  It is because the message you are reading now is 

not how my first draft of my first message to the membership started out. In fact I had completed 

the letter in good time to submit it for publication, that was until I read the 2016 message that  

president Kirby Ell had written. Mine was, not word for word, a ‘got it pretty much right on’ copy of 

Kirby’s letter to the membership. How could it be? I attribute it to history and forecasts.  

As we closed out 2016 the IIABC had a very successful convention and trade show in Kelowna.  It 

was a new venue and there was exceptional attendance for the certification sessions and seminar 

presentations. A great keynote presentation from Bob McDonald gave everyone much to think 

about as he demonstrated the value and finiteness of water. The values of water theme carried on 

throughout the convention as everything from cultural importance to municipal management issues 

were discussed. In 2016’s President’s Message, Kirby presented the updates of the High  

Efficiency Irrigation Standard (HEIS) and the importance of IIABC’s certification training in his  

letter. Today, these are still as important. HEIS is a living working tool to manage the challenges of 

a finite amount of water that is available to irrigate landscapes and crops.  > Continued on Page 3 
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President’s Message 2017 
Robert Welsh 

If You Hold Any Certifications…..  

WE NEED YOUR INDIVIDUAL EMAILS!!  

@ 

@ 
@ 

@ 
@ 

@ 

@ 

@ @ 

@ 
Too many times we hear “But I didn’t know” or “No one told me”  or someone calling to 

ask when the next course is being held...2 days after the course. We can’t let you know if 

we can’t reach you! Important course updates, information mandatory to keeping your 

hard earned certifications active and more!  

Email me your info to: kim@irrigationbc.com  
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IIABC 38th Annual Convention & Tradeshow 2017!  
Radisson Hotel Vancouver Airport in Richmond, BC  

Education Convention: Nov.27-Dec.1, 2017 

Irrigation Tradeshow & Seminars: Nov.28 & 29, 2017 
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IIABC 38th Annual Convention & 
Tradeshow 

November 27 - December 1, 2017 
The Radisson Hotel Vancouver Airport 

(Richmond, BC) 

For more info please visit:  

www.irrigationbc.com 

Upcoming Industry Events 

Capitol Regional District (CRD)  
2017 Efficient Irrigation Introductory  

Residential Workshops 

Multiple workshops April-July 2017 
For dates and locations please visit: 

www.crd.bc.ca 

IA 2017 Irrigation Show &  

Education Conference 

Orange County Convention Center 

Orlando, Florida 

Irrigation Show | November 8 – 9 

Education Conference | November 6 – 10  
www.irrigation.org 

Early Bird Online Registration Officially Opens  
May 1st, 2017 

It’s official! This year’s IIABC 38th Annual Convention and 

Tradeshow will be in beautiful Richmond, BC the week of  

November 27th - December 1st, 2017. This year we have a 

full schedule ranging from Certified Irrigation Technician  

courses to Advanced Design and Electrical Troubleshooting. 

This year we are also adding a brand new drainage course 

to the convention agenda! So be sure to register early  

because some of these courses only come once a year!   

   

This year we have once again joined efforts with  
The Partnership for Water Sustainability (PWSBC) to bring you 
“Blue by You” vision of Blue Ecology is to embrace a water 
first approach to planning human interventions in the environ-
ment.” We will also have our annual irrigation tradeshow  
showcasing the latest and greatest in irrigation products. So be 
sure to mark your calendars! 

Early Registration means courses fill up sooner than they 

have in previous years. Don’t wait till it’s too late! You may 

lose your spot! 
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 President’s Message Continued... 
The Irrigation Scheduling Calculators allow irrigation professionals to better schedule irrigation cycles and ensure better plant health. 

As this letter is being written the IIABC is updating the Irrigation Calculator to keep up with the demands of the irrigation industry and 

ensure the most accurate information is available for irrigation scheduling.                                                                 

It was very satisfying to see how many people from all parts of the province attended the 2016 education seminars in Kelowna.  I 

wonder though how good a job we are doing after we have completed that training to pass the information on to our customers or 

bring it into our job?  This past winter on the Coast and for that matter throughout the province has been one to remember.  Heavy 

snow and cold weather caused me to wonder ‘Did we do all we could to ensure that the irrigation systems we are responsible for 

were properly protected?’   Snow removal was big business and so will irrigation repairs along the sidewalks where the tractors 

plowed up not only the snow and a few irrigation heads.   Will those sites that didn’t get a full winterization procedure be intact when it 

comes time to do the Spring start-up?   These and other repairs that will most likely be a large part of Spring start up and can offer an 

opportunity to educate our irrigation system owners.  Irrigation system efficiency improvements can be made if the time is taken to 

communicate the value of improving and renovating older irrigation systems as part of the needed repairs. We need to take our  

education and training off of the shelf and use it effectively.   ‘We need to become leaders in water conservation or we may find 

that we won’t have adequate access to the resource that is critical to our business – water.’ (Kirby Ell, March 2016) 

Back to the original question of how the Old Farmer’s Almanac has anything to do with the message from the IIABC president.   

Probably nothing, but if The Almanac over 225 years it has been able to show that there is history and constants with weather and 

climate the same can be said for the future of water and irrigation.  There will continue to be regulations affecting water use.  There 

will be increased demand for potable water over water used for landscape irrigation.  Improvements and innovations in irrigation  

technology and the tools that we use to manage irrigation systems 

will make this industry stronger and be better leaders toward water 

sustainability.  And the IIABC will continue to do it’s very best to 

affect irrigation efficiency, education toward best water management 

practices and how to professionally manage water as the valuable 

resource it is. 

I hope your outlook for 2017 is positive and that you continue to 

strive for irrigation efficiency in your work.  

- Robert Welsh 

   IIABC President 

 

Keep Your Certifications Active! 
Anyone who has not paid their membership dues for 2017 by 

now has INACTIVE Certifications.  
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Certified Irrigation Contractor (CIC) 

Program Changes 

The Board has been made aware of several problems arising from the lack of Certified Irrigation Contractors in many regions. In one case 

the municipality is contemplating removing the CIC requirement from their bylaws as there is an insufficient number of  

contractors that can bid on jobs. This same problem is being experience in other locations. To have a vibrant CIC program we need to be 

able to increase capacity, while at the same time keeping the integrity of the program in place. Unless changes are made the CIC program 

would become irrelevant. 

The biggest obstacle to obtaining the CIC status is the requirement of having a Certified Irrigation Designer on staff.  Companies lose 
their CIC status when their CID retires or changes companies and they find this requirement difficult to fill in the short term. This  
results in the company losing their CIC status which again is something we wish to avoid. 

The Certification Board has discussed this issue and has passed a motion that allows companies to source out the CID requirement.  
All of the other criteria must still be met by the company. Companies that are candidates for CIC status can source out a maximum of 
two individuals that can provide the CID services to their company. The must obtain a signed statement from that individual indicating 
that they will provide the required services to the company. This signed form must be submitted to the IIABC along with the other 
documentation. The company can also seek one alternate CID who must also provide a signed statement. If the company has  
complied with all of the other criteria, a signed statement from a CID offering their services to that company will be sufficient to obtain 
CIC status.  

This of course raises the question of what about the existing CIC that are listed with the IIABC and have fulfilled all of the  
requirements including having a CID on staff.  Existing companies and future CIC’s that have a CID on staff will be considered to 
have premium CIC status. The Board is implementing a CIC – GSC (Gold Seal Contractor) status. The contractor will be able to ad-
vertise as such and the IIABC will also acknowledge those contactors on their website. If anyone has a better title to promote the 
premium CIC please feel free to contact myself (Ted van der Gulik). 

The Board feels that not only will this option have the ability to strengthen the number of CIC contractors in British Columbia it will 
also strengthen the Certified Irrigation Designer program, as those individuals that obtain CID status will see an opportunity to apply 
their trade. 

Comments to the Certification Board are certainly welcome.  A listing of Board members and contact info can be found at: http 

                                                                         wwww.irrigationbc.com om/ 

 

 

page/certification-board  

 

To apply for CIC status, CIC Gold Seal status or simply for more  

information on eligibility please visit:  

 

https://www.irrigationbc.com/page/certified-irrigation-contractor  

 

 

 

                                   Introducing Our New Gold Seal Contractor Status  

https://www.irrigationbc.com/page/certification-board
https://www.irrigationbc.com/page/certification-board
https://www.irrigationbc.com/page/certification-board
https://www.irrigationbc.com/page/certification-board
https://www.irrigationbc.com/page/certification-board
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Email your most frustrating irrigation issue 

along with how you have solved it and enter to 

WIN a free course of your choice at this year’s 

IIABC 38th Annual Convention and Tradeshow 

in Richmond!  

 Entries must be in by September 1, 2017 

 Email must have the subject line 
“Irrigation Irritation”  

 Courses with pre-requisites must have 
mandatory pre-requisite  

 Exams fee not included 

kim@irrigationbc.com 

         Have at least 3 years of experience installing turf  
 irrigation systems? 

 
Have a CID Turf/Residential Designer outsourced,  
primary and secondary for 2017?  

 
Have a CIT-Level 1 person employed? 

 
Have an employee who has completed the  
Contractor Business Course & Exam? 

 
Have a Business License for current year? 

 
Have a minimum  of one (1) Million Dollar Liability 
Insurance coverage for current year? 

You May Be Eligible Now! 

CIC Commercial Do you….. 
       Have at least 3 years experience installing turf irrigation systems? 

 
Have a CID Turf/Commercial Designer is outsourced, primary 
and secondary  for 2017? 

 

        Have a CIT-Level 2 person employed? 
 

        Have an employee who has completed the Contractor  
 Business Course & Exam? 

 

        Have a Business License for current year? 
 

        Have  a minimum of two (2) Million Dollar Liability Insurance  
 coverage? 

 

        Have an employee with a Certified Cross-Connection Control 
Tester certification? 

 

        Have an employee with FSR Class LO –Low Energy Systems? 

CIC Residential  Do you….. 

If Yes Then you can be a CIC!  
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Instructor Spotlight 

Jody Malo - CIT-2 Instructor 

Jody Malo is the International Sales Manager for Singer Valve and is responsible for their  
worldwide sales and the expansion of Singer’s distribution network. He has worked in the water 
industry for over 25 years and is the former president of the IIABC and Certification Board  
Member. He has been speaking and educating on water saving initiatives for over 20 years 
around the world and actively promotes key pressure management initiative to reduce leakage 
and pipe burst. He has been involved in projects on almost all Continents which save water, our 
planets single more important and precious resource. 

Certified Irrigation Designer- Turf Residential     
Certified Irrigation Designer- Turf Commercial   
Certified Irrigation Designer- Turf Golf  
Certified Irrigation Designer- Agriculture Trickle 

 Certified Irrigation Technician - Level 1    

 Certified Irrigation Technician - Level 2      

 Certified Irrigation Scheduler 

IIABC Certifications Held 

 

Terry Ormrod - CIT-1 Instructor 

Terry Ormrod is the Western Canada Sales Manager The Toro Company. He has been in the Irriga-
tion Industry for 27 years as a Contractor, Distributor Salesman, Irrigation Designer, and Manufactur-
ers Representative. Terry is a current board member of the CPCIA and past president and board 
member of the IIABC as well as a past City of Kamloops Parks and Recreation Board member. Terry 
studied Turf Grass Management at the University of Massachusetts and is a Certified Landscape 
Irrigation Auditor, IA.  

 IIABC Certifications Held 

Certified Irrigation Designer -Turf Residential 

Certified Irrigation Designer -Turf Commercial 

Certified Irrigation Technician-Level 1 

Certified Irrigation Scheduler  

 

  

David Pfortmueller– CIT-1, CIT-2 and CIS Instructor 

David is Vice President of University Sprinkler Systems Inc. and a BComm graduate from 
UBC. He has been involved in irrigation system installation and service for over 22 years.  He 
is a past president of the IIABC, Current IIABC Certification Board Member, and is co-
developer of one of the IIABC’s most recent certifications, the Certified Irrigation Scheduler 
course. David holds a number of  certifications and designations from other associations  
including the IA, BCWWA & BC Electrical Safety Authority. David also holds distinction as an 
EPA Watersense Partner, for his dedication to water conservation techniques. 

IIABC Certifications Held 

Certified Irrigation Technician-Level 1 

Certified Irrigation Technician-Level 2 

Certified Irrigation Technician-Agriculture 

Certified Irrigation Scheduler  

Certified Irrigation Designer- Turf Residential     
Certified Irrigation Designer- Turf Commercial   
Certified Irrigation Designer- Agriculture Trickle 

What Makes an IIABC Instructor Besides a Winning Smile and Need for Extra Cash??? 



 7 

 

 

Page 7 

 

 

Page 7 

Now Hiring... 

IIABC’s New Hire 

Welcome Molly Tilma! 
Many of you may have met Molly at last 

years’ Convention and Tradeshow in 

Kelowna at the registration desk. You 

may have also had the pleasure of 

speaking with her while paying your   

membership dues and  updating your 

company information this year. 
 

Molly started with the IIABC in  

November of 2016 taking over for Molly 

Hruby (yes, both Molly’s) providing 

administrative assistance. She will  

hopefully be working with us seasonally 

for many years to come!  

 

Molly’s extensive administrative experience and positive attitude 

has proven to be quit an asset to the IIABC team so far. At home 

Molly has got her hands full with her husband Matt and crazy, 

adorable little 2 year old boy Austin.  

 

 

 

 

 

Service Technicians, Installation Labour Crew & 

Installation Foreman  

To apply please visit:: 

www.universitysprinklers.com 

 

 

 

Irrigation Technicians, Landscape Technicians & 

Landscape Foreman 

 To apply please visit:: 

www.unitedlandscapes.ca  
 

 

 

 

Landscape Foreman & Landscape Workers  

 

Please call to enquire: 250 889 9508  

 

 

 

 

Full-Time Pump and Water Treatment Technician 

Send resume by email:  

www. pump0209@edspumps.com  

For full job postings please visit:  

www.irrigationbc.com 

  

 

Landscape Field Coordinator  

 

For further application details please visit:  

www.wfn.ca 

 

 

 

Sales Representatives & Irrigation 

Installers 

To apply please send resumes to:  

projects@kore.ca  
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New Company Members 
 
AB+C Landscape Maintenance Inc. 
Abbotsford, BC  
Contact: Brad Dickie  

  
Aggregate Environmental Services 
Kamloops, BC 
Contact: Lance Robson 

  
Architek 
Vancouver, BC 
Contact: Mitchell Dennis  

  
Avalanche Lawncare 
Abbotsford, BC 
Contact: Craig Physick  

  
Caliber Water Services 
Langley, BC  
Contact: Ray Bright  
  
Calvin Nolan Landscaping 
Duncan, BC  
Contact: Calvin Nolan 
   
Castros Dreamscapes 
Salmon Arm, BC 
Contact: Blake Castro 
   
City of White Rock 
White Rock, BC 
Contact: Scott Watson 

  
Dirty Deeds Landscape Services 
Kelowna, BC  
Contact: Craig Winnick  
  
District of Sooke 
Sooke, BC 
Contact: Constance MacDonald 

 
Donnelly Landscapes Ltd.  
New Westminster, BC  
Contact: Jens Sigvardt 
   
Eco Lawn 
Penticton, BC 
Contact: Adrian Gauthier 

  
Eco-Edge Landscapes 
Kelowna, BC 
Contact: Bjorn Pohland 

  
Greater Victoria Harbour  
Association  
Victoria, BC  
Contact: Jessica Gunderson  

  
Hudson Irrigation 
Surrey, BC  
Contact: Clive Henshaw 

  
 

Island Hills Maintenance Ltd.  
Qualicum Beach, BC 
Contact: Adam Natale 
 
Larix Landscape Ltd. 
Victoria, BC 
Contact: Joel Cuttiford 
 
Mustang Landscape & Design 
Victoria, BC  
Contact: Natalie Foofat  

  
North Prairie Irrigation 
Kelowna, BC  
Contact: Colin Sandager 

  
Okanagan Irrigation Systems 
Penticton, BC 
Contact: Daniel Nicholson 

  
Red Door Landscape Services 
Victoria, BC 
Contact: Vanessa Herman 

  
School District #40 
New Westminster, BC 
Contact: Matt Brito 
 
Shaughnessy Golf and  
Country Club 
Vancouver, BC 
Contact: Andrew Hart 

 
Shawnigan Lake School 
Shawnigan Lake, BC  
Contact: Ray Hollings 

  
Society of Hope 
Kelowna, BC 
Contact: Jese Lawrence  

  
St. Margaret's School 
Victoria, BC  
Contact: Russell Anderson 

  
The Garden Route 
Kamloops, BC 
Contact: Robert Van Leeve 

  
UCC Group Inc. 
Vancouver, BC 
Contact: Grant Rowen 

  
Water Sense Irrigation Ltd.  
North Vancouver, BC 
Contact: Robert Wallace 

  
Westin Bear Mountain Resort 
Victoria, BC 
Contact: Connie Rose  
 
 
 
 

New Individual Members 
 
Manwinder Adhpal 
Surrey, BC  
 
Michael Clarke 
Robert's Creek, BC 
 
Clint Cochrane 
Kamloops, BC 
 
Peter Drake 
Revelstoke, BC 
 
Janis Matson 
Burnaby, BC 
 
Rachel Moore 
Victoria, BC 
 
Ryan Powers 
Pitt Meadows, BC  
 
Alan Prout 
Kelowna, BC  
 
Cole Rimek 
Langley, BC 
 
Nathan Russo 
West Kelowna, BC  
 
Duane Sali 
Kelowna, BC  
 
Andrew Skinner 
Honeymoon Bay, BC  
 
Tyler Skopliak 
Port Moody, BC 
 
Mike Thompson 
Kelowna, BC 
 
Michelle Younie 
Naramata, BC 
 

New Associate Members 
 
Tom Bourassa 
Pumptronics Inc. 
Lethbridge, AB 

SiteOne Landscape Supply Corix Water Products LP 

Van-Kel Irrigation, Div. of Emco  

 We Moved! Please Update Your Contact Info 

                  Irrigation Industry Association of BC 

                  PO Box 3066 

                  Mission , BC  V2V 4J3 

                  Phone: 604-287-8222 

                  Fax: 604-287-8224 
               Email: kim@irrigationbc.com  

Consolidated Turf 
Able Irrigation Ltd.    

Coastal Irrigation Inc.    

Iritex Pumps & Irrigation Inc. 

Pronto  Enterprises Ltd.     

Pro Source Irrigation Supply Ltd/a div. 

of Vancouver Irrigation 

R.F. Binnie & Associates  Ltd. 

Solstice Innovative Watering and  

Lighting Solutions 

T. Moscone & Bros. Irrigation  

Contractors   

Wes-Tech Irrigation Supply Ltd 

                                                                                                 


